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Christmas meaning lost in

"Father O'Rourke, ye's, I remember. Not to
worry Father, our store won't be forgetting the
little orphans this year. They still get to sit on
Santa's lap for free."
"Oh no, that wasn't why I came," Father
O'Rourke interrupted. "Of course the Church
appreciates your generosity on this matter.
The reason I came to talk to you is about the
ever lengthening Christmas season that your
store promotes."
"My store didn't start the Christmas season,
Father; that was the work of your boss," Mr.
Avarhyss said, always ready to show his
powers of clever conversation.
Father O'Rourke, who was an amiable sort of
man, acknowledged the joke with an appreciative chuckle. "No sir, I was r~ferring to
your store's promotion of Christmas so many
months before the actual day."
"Yes, I know Father. Isn't it wonderful to be
able to enjoy that special Christmas feeling for
months at a time!" Mr. Avarhyss actually
beamed.
"Indeed the Christmas season is a most
joyous time of the year, but I believe that the
specialness of it is somehow lessened when it is
promoted for so long a period of time."
"Oh, but Father, it just means more time for
giving presents, and buying presents,
and...and...celebrating that baby's birth, and
buying things. I think we do the public a great
service. I think everyone is happy longer, and
they get more presents, and that makes them
happy and of course the children love this time
of the year. I just don't think I could break

their hearts by shortening the season by even a
single day!" said Mr. Avarhyss with such
righteous conviction that Father O'Rourke
knew his mission here was fruitless.
He looked sadly at Mr. Avarhyss and said,
"Well, I would just appreciate it if you would
give some thought to what I have said."
And Mr. Avarhyss, who prided himself on his
conscientious detail to humanitarian affairs,
did think about it on the way home. But he
decided that Father O'Rourke must just be
jealous of his ability to generate Christmas
spirit when the Father's sermons were so
ineffective.
Flipping through the mail at home that evening he looked up to see his young daughter in
the doorway looking at him.
'!Well hello there... urn ..."
"Susannah," she supplied.
"Well, of course, I knew your name; I just had
something stuck in my throat." He tried to
think of something fatherly to say, like how
was school today, but she wasn't in school yet,
so he said "So what does my girl want for
Christmas this year?"
She looked at him with her over-large,
solemn eyes for a few seconds and then burst
into tears and ran from the room.
"Strange girl, high strung like her mother,"
he muttered.
The next few years he started the Christmas
season earlier and earlier. Soon decorations
were put up on the 4th of July and promotions
were run to "Show your mother you love her
this Mother's Day and buy her a Christmas
present early.
Mr. Avarhyss adding his profit totals was
ecstatic.
His store was filled with workers dressed in
elves costumes. The sound' of Christmas carols
rang out over the loud speakers.
.
At any time on any aisle a customer could
witness scenes from Charles Dicken's "A
Christmas Carol."
A petting zoo was started next to women's
lingeree which contained reindeer.
But all was not holly and ivy in this holiday
season.
Children who were admonished to "Be good
cause Santa's making his list and checking it
twice" began to crack under the pressure of
having to be good for so many months out of
the year.
Soon child psychiatrists specializing in
Christmas trauma began to advertise their ser·
vices in newspapers.
The architecture of the average home began
to change. Soon the demands of housing a
Christmas tree year long and the build up of
presents was more than the average den could
handle, so house planners started to design
houses with Christmas rooms. It was a .big selling point.
.
Even Mr. Avarhyss whose cheerfulness
never ceased began to feel the strain. •
He was having a hard time keeping
employees. They had all become sullen, and
they could not maintain the cheery disposition
while working that Mr. Avarhyss thought was
necessary.
Also, when he insisted that the store stay
open 1111 night Christmas Eve and all day
Christmas, many of them complained.
He could not discriminate against the world's
procrastinators, could he?
Also, one of the reindeer had gotten loose
from the petting zoo and eaten half the atock of
candy cane striped underwear. They had been
a very popular item.
The store was facing a sexual molestation
suit from when a Santa had taken aavantage of
a few of the young customers.

-
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~nstory by Allyson.Hobbie. f
Mr. Avarhyss had managed to push the
Christmas season up a little further each year.
The biggest barrier had been Thanksgiving.
It seemed that people did not want the season
pushed back to overlap on that holiday, but
once he was able to overcome that obstacle,
each year it became a little easier to push
Christmas up.
Soon the Christmas decorations were intertwined with the Halloween. Eventually, people
started to make their wish lists with the coming of Labor Day and so forth.
As owner of one of the largest department
stores in the world, he loved Christmas.
He loved the wonderful Christmas toys
which brought huge profits. He loved the
Christmas fashions which filled his cofers with
added cash. He adored the Christmas candy
which he could wrap in pretty red boxes and
mark up 100 percent.
Oh, but it was the greatest time of the year!
One day as he was adding the row of large
numbers which marked his profit totals he was
interrupted by a visiting clergy man.
"Oh, hello Father," he exclaimed. "Merry
Christmas!"
Father O'Rourke glancing out the window at
the blazing August sun could barely suppress a
grimace.
Mr. Avarhyss glancing at his schedule could
see no appointment for a member of the clergy.
"I'm sorry, did we have an appointment?"
"No, no I didn't have an appointment, but I
wanted to talk to you about a matter of grave
importance, my name is Father O'Rourke."
•• lJtI
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It was enough to make even the most diehard Christmas fans blue.
Then one day he returned home to an
ominously quiet house.
He wondered where his wife and daughter
were.
His maid, a woman he couldn't recall ever
meeting, said they had left and were never
coming back.
1
His wife had left a note containing some gibberish about never seeing him, not knowing
him any more, and that he was an unfeeling
man.
Unfeeling! He had never met anyone with
such a deep capability for feeling as himself.
Wasn't he the man who had brought the season
of love and giving to the -world year round?
He started to feel himself get depressed. The
house looked dark and for some reason the
Christmas lights which blinked on and off
depressed him.
He felt lonely.
At that moment, their was a knock on the
door. Mr. Avarhyss opened it to find Father
O'Rourke on his door step.
"Hello Father O'Rourke. What can I do for
you?"
Father O'Rourke smiled at Mr. Avarhyse and
said, "I want you to come with me because I'm
going to show you Christmas."
Both men were silent on the way in the car.
Father O'Rourke was preoccupied with
thoughts of the service he would give that
evening and Mr. Avarhyss was thinking "This
O'Rourke fella isn't playing with a full deck if
he thinks he is going to teach me anything
about Christmas. I know more about
Christmas.than anyone."
They stopped a\; a small churcli and went in.
Faiher O'Rourke dian•t say niuch, but Mr.
Avarhyss assumed some sort of theatrical production was about to begin by all the people
gathered and the expectant hush which had
come over the crowd.
It was the story of a young couple who were
expecting a baby and were in need of hotel accomodations for the night.
Mr. Avarhyss felt himself moved by the
touching story and the sad fact that they had to
stay in a manger, and that the baby was born
there among the animals.
III!IJ;~~

When it was over Father O'Rourke looked at
Mr. Avarhyss and said "Now do you see?"
All the way home Mr. Avarhyss felt the
greatest elation. '
Why hadn't he thought of it before? The
manger could be set up next to cooking ware,
and he could hire a couple to walk around as
Mary and Joseph ... maybe he could even hire
some woman to give oirth in the store and the
three wise men, well, they would be naturals in
the cosmetics section. ,
Oh but it was going to be .. wonderful
Christmas!

a
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Staying in shape

F8cilities open to students
Many students on the campus of Murray
State University do not know about the
school's weight training facilities.
Many don't know where they are, and still
more don't know if there are any.
Yet, Murray State is served by three weight
rooms at:td one exercise room, that are open to
all stuqents.
The Carr Health Building contains two of
these weight rooms, one for male lifters and
the other for females. Clark Hall contains a
weight room located on the second floor, and
Elizabeth Hall houses an exercise room located
on the ground floor.
The weight rooms are equipped with an
assortment of free weights and some weight
machines. "We really have a problem with our
equipment," said Dawn Griffin, the Coordinator of Campus Recreation. "People damage
the equipment and it is not reported. They really don't take good care of it because it was not
in good shape when they picked it up," Griffin
said. The weight machines are the "dinosaurs"
of the weight machine industry and there is an
abscence of new equipment.
Rob Nelson, a senior from North City, Ill.,
says that the weight rooms are,"too crowded
and not enough equipment to go around. You
have to wait on to use the benches and to use

Photo by .JOHNBERNlNG

Gregg Helmich, a sophomore lndu.triat education
major from Murray, takes advantage of one of the
three weight lifting rooms available on the Murray
State Campus.

·
Christmas
a ass1c eards

many of the free weights."
Another problem with some of the facilities is
the lack of an instructor. Clark Hall has hadan
instructor in the past, but the other rooms do
not.
A positive mark for the roo~s is the
availibility of a weight facility for females on·
ly. "Many times, a girl starting out lifting
weights will be intimidated by everyone else in
a coed weight room," Griffin said. Many
women do not take advantage of this opportunity because they do not know of this room's
existence, so many girls go to the other rooms.
There is one advantage,., to having coed
weight facilities said Griffin. "At the University of Louisville, the students have a coed
room and the guys tend to help the girls out
and teach them the proper way to lift weights."
The weight facilities do have a big advantage
over other gyms. The equipment is available
for use to anyone who has an MSU ID. The use
is covered by the student activity fee paid at
the beginning of each year.
The hours for the weight rooms are 6:30 a.m.
to 11 p.m., Monday through Friday, with varying hours on the weekends.
Chip Adams, a freshman journalism major from
Murray, is a staff writer for The Murray State

News.
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Columnist reflects on past y~ar;
year brings controversial issues
Commentary by Kristi Ruggles.
As we prepare to bid farewell to another
politically known had absolute entree in the
year, we should look back and think about
way this program was run," Joseph Strauss, a
top ranking HOD official said.
what we have learned in the past 12 months.
Have we solved our problems, created new
It was also uncovered that almost $20 million
ones, or just spent a year brooding over the old
was embezzled from federal funds for local
ones? As a nation, I think it is appropriate to
private housing projects. This misconduct had
say we have done all of the above.
supposedly been taking place during the
An aspect of 1989 that cannot be overlooked
Reagan presidency. How can million of dollars
is President George Bush's first year in office.
continue to be misplaced over a period of eight
In Bush's inaugural address in January he told
years? Are we blind, are we closing our eyes, or
the nation, "A new breeze is blowing, and a
are we just staring off in space?
world refreshed by freedom seems reborn. A
The United States was plagued not only by
new breeze is blowing, and a nation refreshed
controversy and scandel in 1989 but natural
by freedom stands ready to push on." Apdisaster as well. On Oct. 17 the San Francisco
parently, that new breeze became stagnant
Bay area was hit by an earthquake measuring
rather quickly because we spent a great por6.9 on the Richter scale.
tion of this year dealing with problems carried
When California shook, we all got rattled.
over from the early '80s.
We watched news, we sympathized, we
One such "carry-over" is the abortion issue.
donated and we forgot. During Bush's in·
Roe vs. Wade, a 1973 case which recognized a
auguration address he said, "I urge a new
woman's right to have an abortion, was almost
engagement in the lives of others - a new ac·
overturned by the Supreme Court. Hundreds of
tivism, hands on and involved. That is what
thousands of citizens have marched in
gets the job done." Unfortunately, the PresiWashington, D.C., in either support or opposi·
dent forgot to put a time frame on this action of this controversial issue, and no solution
tivism. Hopefully he did not intend it to much
bas ever been reached. Can we, as a nation,
more than a week.
ever label abortion as right or wrong? In my
The United States reacted similarly to Huropinion, members of the Supreme Court have
ricane Hugo. It was tragic, but it was in South
too many solvable problems to conquer rather
than trying to answer the unanswerable.
Carolina. The hutTicane hit Charleston, S.C.
and caused 500,000 people to flee their homes
Another controversy with two distinctive
along the coast. Total damages were estimated
sides was the desecration of the flag issue. The
Supreme Court ruled on June 21 that burning
at $4 billion.
the American Flag was protected by the 1st
The Alaskan oil spill was another tragedy
Amendment. "We do not consecrate the flag by
that had national magnitude. On March 24 the
punishing its desecration, for in doing so we
Exxon Valdez, carrying 1,260,000 barrels of
crude oil ran af.mmnd Bligh reef in the Gulf of
dilute the freedom that this cherished emblem
Alaska.
represents," Justice William J. Brennan
wrote. "The government may not prohibit exApproximately 240,000 barrels spilled. Only
pression simply because it disagrees with its
1,200 barrels could be recovered by skimming
the water. The oil slick eventually covered
message.
·Since that June ruling, President Bush has
more than a 45-mile-area. Environmental
• called for a Constitutional Amendment prodamage was described as ''a thick slime coverhibiting the burning of the flag. The House of
ing a virgin environment harboring a myriad
Representatives has approved a bill making
of wildlife."
desecration of the American Flag illegal. Does
Americans can give themselves a pat on the
this new bill infringe upon our right to freedom
back for their concern in Alaska. People from
of speech, or should this national symbol be exall over the country traveled to Alaska to concluded from demonstration? Is the Supreme
tribute to the clean up of the spill.
Court spending valuable time on problems "we
Another positive example of "American
the people" should be responsible enough to
awareness" is the progress made in controlling
deal with on our own?
the AIDS epidemic.
While our leaders kept themselves busy
A drug was discovered that could
discussing these issues, other government ofdelay the onset of AIDS in patients infected but
ficials were playing scandelous games and getnot yet showing symptoms. The drug,
ting caught. Oliver L. North became the first
zidovudine <AZT), also helped to slow the prodefendent to face a criminal tdal in the Irancess of the disease in patients showing early
Contra Arms affair. He was charged with 12
symptoms.
felonies and convicted on three of them.
Despite the controversies and disasters· of
He was described by the trial prosecutor as a
1989,
it ended on a positive note- the tearing
"chronic liar who misled congressional and
down
of the Berlin Wall. Citizens of East
presidential inquiries into the Iran-Contra afBerlin
were allowed to travel freely_into West
fair and placed himself above the law."
Berlin
for the first time since 1961. East GerNorth's chief defense attorney looked upon
mans
celebrated
for over 24 hours in West
his actions as those of a "patriotic man who
Berlin
shopping,
sight-seeing and drinking
had simply been following the orders of the
in
the
streets.
A
headline
from a West Berlin
'highest ranking officials' of the United States
newspaper
read,
"Shopping
spree in the West;
government."
hangover
in
the
East."
The
chaos in the west
Regardless of how we regard North's actions,
eventually
died
down;
only
one
percent of East'
the bottom line is someone was deliberately
Berlin
citizens
chose
to
remain
in
West Berlin.
deceiving the public as well as the government.
This
historic
event
will
have
ramifications
inWe as citizens have to be alert enough to
tern$tionally
for
many
years
to
c~me.
always question the actions of our leaders.
A similar scandel erupted in the Department So as- we plunge into the .19SOs what can we
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). It
do to better ourselves as a nation? The question
was revealed that tne department was showing
can never be completely answered, but if we
favoritism in its funding of certain projects. "It
are responsible enough to make our own moral
was widely accepted that developers seeking
decisions, and alert enough to keep our leaders
HUD money ne·eded very 'heavy-hitting' • •
honest, it will be~ one big step in the right
'
politicaj connections. ~.people who . wei-~- __ direction~
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Gatlinburg/ Winter wonderland in the Smokies
Walking in a "winter wonderland" would be
great, but how about skiing down a beautiful
snow covered mountain, taking in the
beautiful sights of the Smokies, shopping, or
just hanging around in a relaxed atmosphere.
Where can you do all these things? Gatlin·
burg, Tenn. nestled in the Great Smoky Moun·
tains of East Tennessee.
Gatlinburg, a town of only 3,600 residents
year round, offers snow skiing, ice skating,
alpine sliding, an aerial tramway, miniture
golf, a musical, museums, shopping and crafts.
Ben Humpries, assistant director of the
Gatlinburg Chamber of Commerce, said the
main reason people go to Gatlinburg is the
Great Smoky Mountain National Park.
"Secondarily, they come for crafts and shopping, as well as the atmosphere of the town,"
Humpries said.
Humpries estimates park visitation at 9.5
million and an estimated 4 million visit Gatlinburg. However, he said most of the visitors are
from Tennessee or Southern Kentucky.

•

"We'r e not the race-way type attraction.
We'r e more of a laid back type of resort," Humpries said.
One of the main attractions at Gatlinburg is
Ober Gatlinburg. Ober Gatlinburg is schedul·
ed to open its 1989-90 season today, but conditions are subject to change. The season is
scheduled to end on March 11. Joe Mutter,
marketing director at Ober Gatlinburg,
estimates 100,000 people ski throughout the
season and 200,000 ice-skate.
There are eight different slopes at Ober
Gatlinburg ranging in difficulty from beginner
to advanced. The easiest slopes are Cub Way
and Ski School. More difficult slopes are Ober
Chute, Bear Run, Castle Run and Alpine Way.
The most difficult slopes live up to their names,
Grizzly and Mogul Run. Mutter said the
longest run is one mile and one vertical drop is
600 feet.
Ski lifts include two quads, two double and

A scenic view Of

one surface lift. Mutter said 600,000 people
ride the lifts each hour.
Ober Gatlinburg plans several special events
each season. "Christmas on Us" is planned for
Dec. 16 and 16 in the evenings to get people in
the mood for Christmas in the mountains.
A live rock band will perform on the slopes on
Jan. 6, "Rock Night." Skiing will be from 10
p.m. to 2 a.m. on this night. Night rates for this
event will be $10 for a lift ticket and $10 equipment rental.
Ober Gatlinburg will also be the site of the
Tennessee State Special Olympics on Jan.
21-23. State finals will be held in skiing and
ice-skating.
Hours for skiing at Ober Gatlinburg are
weekdays and weekends from 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. and 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. Cost for Mondays
through Fridays is $20 per session, $10 for rental. For Saturday, Sunday and holidays, the
cost is $26 per session, $12 for rental.
Ski school lessons is $6 for a group and $20
for private lessons. Ski instructors use the
American Teaching System, and the Rolf Lanz
Ski School is a member of the Professional Ski
Instructors of America. Skiers learn how t.o
glide, slow dowm, stop and turn. The lessons
start on the hour.
"I recommend skiing from 3 to 10 p.m. on
Saturdays or anytime during the weekdays,"
Mutter said.
Ober Gatlinburg's holiday season is Dec. 23
through Jan. 11. '
Another interesting activity at Ober Gatlin·
burg is ice-skating. The 140 foot by 75 foot ice·
skating arena is open from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
daily.
.
Alpino sliding is available for a small fee.
The Alpine Slide is two 1,800 feet long tracks
which wind down the scenic mountain. The
ride down the mountain is combined with a
scenic chairlift up the mountain. Alpine
sliding requires no special skills and a braking
device is on the slide.
Ober Gatlinburg also has a chairlift to see

d~wntown GathnbUrg, Tenn. ae eeen from above the city.

--

the beautiful Mount Harrison. The relaxing
ride offers skiers and others a chance to see
many great photo opportunities. The chairlift
is the longest in the South. At the end of the
ride, photos will be taken for a small fee.
Another attraction at Ober Gatlinburg is a
colorful craft market and gift shops. Art from
local and guest artists are featured at the craft
market.
Ober Gatlinburg is accesible by taking Exit
407 on Interstate 40, Route 66 to Gatlinburg,
the Tennessee entry to the Great Smoky Mountain National Park. Parking facilties are
limited; however, an aerial.tram is available to
take skiiers and others to the mountain from
downtown Gatlinburg.
Another interesting attraction in Gatlinburg
is the Space Needle. Opened in 1969, the 340
foot observation tower allows visitors to look at
the scenery. Mark Bradshaw, a worker at the
Space Needle, said the attraction of the Space
Needle is " because it is a 340 foot observation
tower with the Great Smoky Mountains
around it."
In the winter months, the Space Needle
closes early but stays open later on the
weekend. Bradshaw said during the summer it
stays open later. During the regular season, it
opens at 9 a.m. and closes at 10 p.m.
"Business keeps getting better; a lot of peo·
ple are attracted," Bradshaw said.
At the base of the Space Needle is an arcade.
The top level includes an observation deck
with telescopes.
Gatlinburg is the home of the only "movie
you can ride" at the Motion Master. Formerly
the Cinema 180, the Motion Master combines
real-life adventure with a movie. lt has only
been open since July.
"Seats move in different directions to follow
along with the action on the screen," said
Richard Mayo, manager of Motion Master.
When you're not skiing down the mountain,
ice-skating, or enjoying the scenery, you could
shop at more than 400 shops in Gatlinburg.
The stores feature antiques, collectables and
handmade crafts. Mountain Mall, located in
the downtown reJtion, has many stores from
clothing to food.
If the family wants to see something educational and fun, Gatlinburg has it. The Guinness World Records M~um located in
Baskins Square has hundreds of exhibits and
eight shows. Sharon Latham, assistant
manager of the museum, said it covers different subjects from the wonders of the world,
the rich and famous to sports and human
nature.
Lodging is not hard to find in Gatlinburg.
More than 125 hotels are located in this small
mountain town and 500 vacation homes known
as chalets are also available. Hotels range from
in-room saunas and whirlpools, wOodburning
fireplaces to kitchens.
The holidays are approaching and if you seck
adventure in a relaxed atmosphere, hop in the
car and journey to Gallinhurg for a week or
)""Week-end of rela~ation , shopping, skii ng,
.- winter sports, r ecreation and leads of fun.
Many more fu n activit ies await visitors in the
Gateway to the Srnokies.
Leigh Landini, a freshman journalism major
from Murray, fs a staff writer.lor The Mu"ay State

News.

...

oecemt>er 1. 1989~ InSide MURRAY sTATe

Martha's menu provides, variety of specials
I
After several weeks away from home, most
college students are craving a good homecook·
ed meal. Martha's restaurant on Highway 641
North has a meal for all your cravings.
"Specials are served everyday. We have
chicken and dumplings, fried chicken, pork
tenderloin, meat loaf and barbecue ribs," said
Martha Hodge, co-owner and manager of
Martha's.
Hodge opened the restaurant four years ago
on 4th Street, and in May oflast spring, moved
to the new location on Hwy 641. Martha's is
open on Monday through Saturday from 5 a.m.
to 9 p.m. and Sunday 6 a .m. to 9 p.m.
"Sunday afternoons and Friday evenings are
the busiest, and there usually is a 10 minute
wait. We have a capacity of 108, and during
lunch we are still packed," Hodge said.
The atmosphere is casual. anything from
jeans and a sweatshirt to Sunday clothes are
suitable. And the restaurant features a brick
and wooden interior, large ceiling fans and
rustic light fixtures.
Having worked in a restaurant since she was
15 years-old, Hodge said she was tired of working for someone else and decided to go into
business for herself. She serves a variety of
plate lunches, barbecue, farm-raised catfish,
sandwiches, hamburgers and french fries.
The plate lunches are priced at $3, and a
hamburger, french fries and drink would total
$2.63. Martha's ai.Bo features barbecue cooked
over hickory wood, prepared outside on
Hodge's barbecue grill.
Martha's serves bOth college students,
working-aged people and retirees. The change
'of location from 4th Street to Hwy 641, has also
increased business, and drawn lots of college
students, by bringing the restaurant closer to
campus and making it more accessible.
"We are most complimented on our great
service. People say they get their food so fast.
and we have such a turn over," Hodge said.
The restaurant has also begun to consider the
nutritional value of their food. They do not use

much salt in food preparation, although salt is
provided on the tables to be used at the con'
sumer's discretion.
The cooks also fry the farm-raiSed catfish and
other fried foods in peanut oil, due to popular
demand by their patrons. And Egg Beaters can
be used as an egg substitute on request.
" Our most popular item on the menu is a toss
up between the barbecue and the catfish, aside
from our plate lunches, which also fare well,"
Hodge said.
Martha's also serves breakfast foods such as
waffies, pancakes, Western omelets, eggs,
bacon, sausage and country ham.
And yes, Martha's does take 110Ut of town"
checks from students, for those of you who have

out of town banks. "Most of the college
students are here fairly often, so I don't
hesitate to take their checks," Hodge says.
Carry-out service is also available at Martha's. "We sell barbecue by the pound and the
whole shoulder. Last Christmas, we sold over
100 shoulders on Christmas Eve alone," she
said.
So the next time Winslow or the Stables just
won't satisfy your craving, try Martha's
homecooked meals in a sit down casual
atmosphere.
Marianna Alexander, a senior journalism
major from Henderson, is a staff writer for The
Mu"ay State News.
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Residents of Murray enjoy a homecooked meal In a relaxed environment at Martha's restaurant on
Highway 641.
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Special holiday, memories recalled
by 7 faculty, 'staff at Murray State
Christmas is a special time. It is a time of giving, rejoicing and memory-making. For seven
faculty and staff members of Murray State
University, it is a time of remembering a
special gift or experience that made one par·
ticular Christmas the most memorable of them
all.
For some faculty and staff, their most
memorable Christmas resulted from a special
gift they had either given or received. For
others, a trip to another country brought about
an exciting Christmas experience. Whatever
the reason, their Christmas memories are ones
to be treasured.
Dwain Mcintosh, director of University Information Services, fondly recalled Christmas
memories of his childhood. When he was 8
years old, he received the gift he said he
wanted more than anything else.
Mcintosh did not ask for the fire truck or red
American Flyer wagon many other 8-year-old
boys desired. When he looked under the tree
Christmas morning he found the gift he had
only been exposed to at school. There it
'was...his own globe.
Mcintosh admits the globe was a somewhat
different Christmas gift, but he said he was
thrilled with it.
"I had been interested in geography," he
said. "It kind of turned my crank."
When asked if his parents had given him the
globe, Mcintosh said, "No, it was Santa
Claus."
James Booth, acting president of Murray
State, also recalls a very special Christmas present. It was a gift from a high school class that
he said caught him completely by surprise.
Booth was teaching at Williamstown High
School in West Virginia in 1964. That class
spent hours knitting Booth a green, hooded
sweater and gave it to him for Christmas.
"I really didn't expect anything like it,"
Booth said. "I wore it for years."
Bob McGaughey, chairman of the journalism
and radio/television department, said he fondly
recalls a gift he received in Vietnam in 1966.
McGaughey said a box of homemade chocolate
chip cookies from his mom was about the best
Christmas present he ever received.
Although the cookies were broken by the
time they reached him, McGaughey didn't
mind a bit. He said it was great to get anything
from home.
''The cookies were gone the first day,''
McGaughey said. "You either shared m· got
killed."
Dean of Admissions and Records Phil Bryan
said he remembers two Christmas gifts. One he
received, and the other he gave.
When Bryan was 12, his parents gave the
avid outdoorsman his first shotgun. Bryan
still has the gun, which was the first of many,
and said he treasures it because it proved that
his parents must have had faith that he was
old enough to handle the responsibility of a
gun.
The second present he recalls is one he gave
his wife in 1969. Bryan had been married for
eight years and had three children, yet he said
he had been too poor to give his wife an engage·
ment ring.
That particular Christmas, he went to the
jewelry store his wife frequented and had the
store's employees show him the ring his wife
had her eye on. He bought that ring, tied a string to the ring box, and with the help of his
children, he ran that string through the woods
surrounding his house and around and into his
home.

-

Bryan had his wife follow the string which
led her to the engagement ring. He said she
was surprised and absolutely thrilled.
"It was great to give her exactly what she
wanted without her knowing about it," Bryan
said.
Augustine Pounds, vice president of student
development, remembers a special gift she and
her husband gave to a needy child.
Pounds had promised her grandchild that
when she was 10 years old, she could go to
Disneyland with Pounds and her husband.
They also told her that she would have a com·
panion to share in the experience and
excitement.
Pounds found a child from a single-parent
home whose mother was in the hospital for
drug abuse and mvited that child to go to
Disneyland with her granddaughter.
The experience of watching a needy child experience a very special Christmas was most
rewarding to Pounds, she said.

''TtS tlie Seas
/

"I enjoy sharing Christmas with others who
do not have the material things," Pounds said.
For Frank Julian, associate professor oflegal
studies, and Mike Strickland, Murray State
athletic director, their most memorable
Christmases were spent experiencing different
cultures in other countries.
Julian's favorite Christmas present was a
Christmas gift he said he gave himself while
working at an Mrican university.
Although several friends invited him to
spend Christmas with them, Julian, who was
away from his family at the time, decided to
spend 10 days on the Serengeti Plain.
He hopped in his Jeep and picked a remote
campsite, and he said he had a special
Christmas on the plain, observing various
forms of wildlife.
He wasn't alone the entire time. He spent
Christmas day with a group of Europeans from
six different countries that he had ran into on
the Serengeti. The group negotiated with a
local tribe and had them slaughter a goat for a
Christmas roast.
He also had encounters with cheetahs, lions
and other wildlife during those 10 days. He
spent one day tracking a lioness on her quest
for a wildebeest and another day watching 13
lion cubs.
Two days after Christmas, Julian saw a man
walking on the plain and approached him.
Julian, who was wearing a Murray State
sweatshirt at the time, discovered that the
man was an alumnus of Murray State.
"Imagine that," he said.
Julian constantly plans to go back to the
Serengeti but has yet to make the trip.
"1'11 never top that," he said.
Strickland's most memor.able Christmas in·
volved two weeks spent in Italy.
When he was a junior in college, his best
friend entered a contest and won an allexpense-paid trip for two to Italy. Since he
didn't have a girlfriend at the time, he asked
Strickland to go with him.
"I spent Christmas Day in Rome and went to
Christmas mass at the Vatican," Strickland
said.
The rest of the trip was spent touring Italy.
Strickland also mentioned that the best
Christmas present he ever received was on
Dec. 27, 1981, when his daughter, Sara, was
born.
Christmas is a time for making memories.
Whatever the gift, wherever it is spent, let's
hope they all are special.

Jennifer Jenkins, a sophomore journalism
Henderson, is the author of Special holiday memorie
faculty, sta1fat MUJT&y State.
Jenny Hammat, a sophomore journalism 1
Murray, is the author of Merchant. puah Christmas •
decoration• fill stores by Thankqivin&.
Amy Lear, a sophomore journalism major
Greenville, is the author of Chriatmaa trees decorate
traditional approach remains popular.
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On. •• Merchants push Christmas season.up;

decorations fill stores by Thanksgiving

Why is it that every year the stores take
down the left over Halloween goodies and
replace them with red and green Christmas
delights?
Christmas is 55 days after Halloween but
many stores put out the necessary items to
"Deck the Halls.. on Nov. 1. Other stores wait
a few weeks longer, but all Christmas decorations are out in full color for one of the biggest
consumer shopping days of the year; the day
after Thanksgiving.
Local malls and shopping centers alike have
decorated red and green windows and
simulated snow scenes up with Christmas
music blaring. All this in hopes the Christmas
panic (you only have 32 more shopping days
left) will have hit you during Thanksgiving
dinner.
Of course, Thanksgiving for many provides
prime opportunity for family members to get
together and discuss and exchange Christmas
gift suggestions.
It is only logical that stores want to get the
jump on Christmas revenue by getting up their
displays early; so shortly after Thanksgiving is
fine ...but the day after Halloween?

...

Murray merchants accepted a catchy phrase
a few years back in hopes of keeping some of
the Paducah-bound Christmas business local.
"Murray Christmas" is a well·loved phrase
around this time of the year.
Murray State University waited until
st"11dents had left for Thanksgiving break
before they put out their little bit of Christmas,
which can be seen hanging from the light posts
of the Currie Center parking lot.
These may be the only local decorations in
Murray this year. According to Bob Wynn,
decorations organizer for the downtown mer·
chants, there may not be any downtown
decorations this year. The electric company
charges $2,000 to hang and light the local
decorations, but according to Wynn, there just
isn't any money left in the account.
The only complaint by students around campus is the earliness with which people and
businesses begin to decorate.
Debi Kaiser, sophomore of Louisville, said
the Christmas rush starts too early. "It just
gets earlier and earlier every year," Kaiser
said.

Christmas trees decorated in 3 styles;
traditional approach remains popular
...
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"Oh Christmas tree, oh Christmas tree..." As
the holiday..season approaches, carollers begin
to sing of the joy of Christmas, little ones await
the arrival of Old St. Nick, and everyone
~~ thinki~bout holiday decorations and
trimming the perfect tree.
The Pennsylvania Dutch brought the tree to
America. Early Americans decorated their
trees with" fruits, nuts, cranberries, popcorn,
dolls, candies, cookies and painted eggshells,
according to Reader's Digest Back to Basics. A
star was also mounted on top to symbolize the
star that led the Wise Men to Bethlehem.
Today there is a wide range of decorations
and themes for decorating the tree. Tom
Gaines, owner of Murray Florist and Gifts, said
there are three styles of decoration: Victorian,
modern and cont.emporary, but mainly the
traditional approach i.s used.
The traditional colors of red and g1·een are
always in style, Gaines said. According to the
World Book Encyclopedia, red is a symbol of
the blood Christ shed and green represents
both the continuance of life through winter and
Christians' belief in eternal life.
Gold and black are the color trends this year,
Gaines said.
Metallic is also popular, said Tonya Zipse, a
designer at Judy's of Murray. Pewter and copper ornaments are especially popular, she said.
Pitina finish is also being used. "It is a finish
which is a green color copper resembling decay·
ing copper," Zipse said.
Zipse said there are more and more antique
Santa ornaments this year, much foil and ribbons and baby's breath being used.
The country design offers an alternative to
the glitz of this year's trends. "The country
look is still in," said Zipse. "Each year more is
added to it." A type of straw ribbon called Raffia can be used in the country design Zipse
said.
·
Trains under the train can create a magical
and traditonal look for any tree. The train·
under·the-tree tradition began in the early
1900s by the Germans who placed tin metal
wind-up trains under their trees. Zipse said
pewter and copper trains can be set under the

tree to coordinate with this year's designs.
Gaines said that trains decorated with toys and
wooden soldiers are popular and can help
create a traditional design.
Picking out the perfect tree can be difficult.
Gaines said the flrst step is to decide the
amount of space that is available. For artificial
trees, Zipse said the seven and a half size is the
most popular type they sell. Gaines said the
slim-lined blue spruce is the kind that most
people request.
Dana Hoffman, who owns Hoffman's nursery
with her husband, said to select a live tree with
strong color, indicating the tree is not
suffering.
"See if the root system is moist," she said.
"Stay away from those that seem a little dry or
if they have shedding."
She said pines, spruces and flrs are the most
common trees for indoors.
Pines are cheaper than spruces because pines
grow quicker she said. "A spruce would be $15
to $20 more than a pine the same size," Hoffman said.
She said a nice live tree starts at about $35.
Murray Optimist Club is having its annual
cut Christmas tree sale between Arby's and
Boone's Laundry. Jim Thompson, a member of
the Optimist Club, said they have trees to flt
everyone's preference from slender to full
frees. Jerry Smith, also a memberof the Optimist Club, said their trees have been
chemically treated to be fire resistant. Trees
can be purchased throughout the day and fr9m
5 to 9 p.m. through Dec. 24 or until the trees
are gone, said Thompson.
Bill Morefield, who is selling trees on Main
Street, said they have fresh cut scotch pines
from 5 to 10 foot trees. "At the moment no tree
on the lot has been cut more than three days
ago," he said. "They have a green life of 35 to
40 days if mounted in water."
Morehead said they have a large variety of
trees but that people have to look at the trees
to see which one is perfect forthem. "No one
could select the perfect tree for you," he said.
Morebaead said they will sell tree until Dec.
24.and are open from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
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DON'T ORDER YOUR NEXT
PIZZA UNTIL YOU READ THIS!
Have you looked at your pizza?
Did you pay a lot for bread?

.

If so - quit wasting your hard earned $ and
order your next pizza trom the locally owned
pizza house that is famous for piling on the
..
meat, vegetables and cheese.

SPECIALS -WITH COUPON
(not available with any other special offer or discount)
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: $3 off any 14" pizza
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Please tell if you have a coupon when ordering

. 753-2W75
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SAVINGS
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14K GOLD BUTTERCUP
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$1 2 88
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14K GOLD
HERRINGBONE
7" BRACELET

Wll'll Tlll$ COUPON

14K GOLD

HERRINGDONE OR ROPE
7" BRACELET

O~LY

$3 9 95

Michel on•s
CHE~1JT HIUS SHOPPI?-.'"G CENTER

MURRAY. KENTUCKY

MSU preppre&.·students·for ·nursing careers

--

They are often overworked, overlookeq,
psychologically stressed and unappreciated.
They are registered nurses.
"Think how many times the doctor sees you
in the hospital. He's there once to say you need
to take five Tyleno120 times a day. But it's the
nurse who brings it those 20 times,"said Lori
Ellen Weaver, former coordinator of staffing at
Grant Medical Center in Columbus, Ohio, and
a MSU junior from Lancaster, Ohio.
"Most of the time, relatives of patients complain to the nurse. Also, in surgery, a doctor
may do the actual operation, but the nurse may
do the clean up and closing," Weaver said.
Nurses are prepared for this difficult and
demanding career through an equally difficult
and demanding nursing program at Murray
State University.
MSU's nursing program is two semesters of
pre-nursing classes and six semesters of study
in the arts, sciences and nursing. After the prerequisites, students may apply for admission to
the program if their grade point averages are
at least 2.5 and if ACT scores are at least 19.
"I think we have a well-respected program
curriculum. It is very similar to other

Photo by RIIONNDA KERR

Leslie Cox, a Junior nursing major from Eldorado, •
II., changes an IV in a patient's foot.

university-based programs," said Nancy
Nygaard, director of the MSU nursing
department.
Students must make at least a "C" in each of
their classes.
''This is ' very common mnursing. Students
must perform in critical situations as excellent
nurses," Nygaard said.
Sara McCool, a senior nursing major from
Evansville, said even the freshmen year is
difficult.
"The first year really heavy with science.
H high school hasn't prepared students for this,
it's really bard," she said.
Required sciences for the major include
biology, microbiology, nutrition, pharmacology, two semesters of chemistry and two
semesters in anatomy and physiology.
The sophomore year for nurses is spent learning basic nursing skills.
"It's relatively easy. For example, you learn
to take temperatures, blood pressure and how
to give shots," McCool said.
Nursing majors agree the junior year is
definitely the most challenging.
"The junior year is practically impossible
unless you only have the responsibility of being a student," said Melissa Easley, a senior
nursing major from Murray.
Easley, a mother of 19 and 17-year-old son8,
set aside two years to complete her junior year.
"I'm very lucky to be a housewife, mother
and student," she said, "a lot (of the students)
have to work as well as being a mother and
student.''
Nygaard said there are many non-traditional
students in the nursing program, but also said,
"This isn't found just in nursing. Universities
across the country are fmding a larger enrollment of non-traditional students."
In addition to difficult class loads in their
junior year, students are expected to travel to
their "hands-on" training. These in-hospital
settings are known as clinicals.
"We try to identify the most accessible, appropriate clinicals for our students,'' Nygaard
said.
The prospective nurses travel to Paducah for
pediatric clinicals and some labs are in
Hopkinsville.
"I went (to Hopkinsville) from 8:30 in the
morning until 2 p.m., one day a week. Then
another day, I had a clinical at Western State
Hospital from 9 a.m. until five," McCool said.

is
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Each student was assigned families through
the Hopkinsville Health Department. The
students would visit the patients' homes and
assess their health.
"We would take temperatures and blood
pressures," McCool said, "Most of the people
were alone, elderly and on welfare.
McCool now has a nursing leadership class
which requires a nine-hour shift one day a
week at Murray-Calloway County Hospital.
Easley said the clinical labs involve more /
than the actual hours in the hospital.
"You have to allow two to four hours
preparation time and time after the labs,'! she
said, "in addition to two or three hours of
lecture."
The time required for the clinical training is
difficult, but the reality adds another strain.
"In the medical-surgical class, you're suddenly in a hospital doing patient care,'' Easley
said. "There's the shock of somebody in the
bed. They're sick. They're your patient and
you're in charge."
"
In their senior year, students apply the
knowledge they have gained in their studies,
McCool said.
Despite the rigorous studies and clinicals,
' enrollment is up because nursing is a
marketable field, Nygaard said.
"As far as I know, we've never had a
graduate without immediate employment.
Also, the salaries are much more competitive
today," Nygaard said. "We're finally being
recognized for the responsibilities we do
carry.''

The only criticism about the program is the
lack of time nursing students have to be involved in campus activites.
"I don't see nursing majors in sororities or
other organizations, which I think are real important to be involved in as college students."
Easley said.
The faculty involved in the nursing program
try to help with this problem. The nursing
department held "Nursing Follies" one
semester. This was a pot-luck with skits per·
formed by students and faculty.
"We were students at one time and we are
sensitive to (the problem)," Nygaard said. "We
want them to get a balance of their studies and
other activities as well."
Jennifer Plocher, a junior journalism major
from Marion, II., is a staff writer for The Murray
State News.
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Emergency ·personnel answer variety of calls
"957 Murray Calloway County ER...en
route, running emergency traffic. Stand by
for patient information... "
This is what might be heard if one were to
follow for an evening, the men and women in
the medical profession who sometimes go unnoticed: emergency medical technicians and
paramedics.
I recently had the opportunity to talk and
ride with some of them and experience a night
in the lives of the Murray Calloway County
EMTs and paramedics.
Our first call came at 10:04 p.m: an auto accident with "many cars involved." So with lights
flashing and sirens screaming, we raced to
Highway 641 South to find an overturned
IS-wheeler that had been hauling compressed
cars, thus the many cars involved.
Though many calls turn out this way, just as
many turn out to be genuine life-threatening
situations.
Stan Bone, a paramedic for two years, said,
"It's frustrating when nothing is going on. On
busy nights, you get a little stressed but when
there's nothing happening, you need what we
call an adrenaline fix. It's really gratifying
thoug~ when you know you've helped
someone."
· Handling everything from medical calls
(chest pain, shortness of breath, etc.) to trauma
calls (auto accidents, suicides, etc.), they work
break-neck shifts. A work week begins and
ends on Wednesday, with 12-hour shifts from 6
a.m. - 6 p.m. or 6 p.m. - 6 a.m. each day, and
they work every other week.
Despite the long hours, it is one of the easier
elements of the job.
"The hardest part is anything involving a
child. I don't care how mild it is, that's what's
really hard," said Ricky Edwards, an EMT for
13 years.
"We had a case in July where a father shot
and killed his· 3-year-old and 5-year-old and
then turned the gun on himself. That's the only
case when I've had to walk out."
Edwards, who also acts as Calloway County
Coroner and captain of the Disaster Emergen·
cy Services, said the ambulance service has
also seen the suicide rate rise, and there have
been several in his 16 months as coroner.
Though suicide and other factors have im·
plimented change, Director of Ambulance Services Jerry Gorrell said the biggest change
came in 1986 when they went from a basic life
support unit to an advanced life support unit.
1
'This meant upgrading the education of our

employees from EMTs to paramedics. Our
paramedic training program is 8880Ciated with
the hospital and began three years ago. In
terms of money, about $30,000 went to the purchase of new equipment," Gorrell said.
He said before becoming an advanced life
support unit, eight full and part-time people
were employed, whereas now there are 10 full
time and three part-time employees.
Paramedics are: Gorrell, Bone, Robert
Trenholmn, Phillip Adams, Owen Morre and
Pat Stevens. EMTs are: Edwards, Kenny Collins, Jim Wolford, Doug Allen and Darryl
Neal. Brad Haugh, Elewis Perry and Artie
Haneline drive part-time for out-of-town
transfer11 to Louisville and Naahville as
needed.
Gorrell continued, "We have two people at
the ambulance at all times and two people on
call so we can put two ambulances on the road
in a matter of minutes."
That particular evening, however, did not
produce the average number of calls. It came
and went with only one. It wasn't until 8:38
p.m. on my second night that we had another
call. I hopped in what had become "my seat" in
the ambulance and we were off again.
In four minutes, we arrived at the Murray
State Universtiy Intramural field where a student had been knocked unconscious during a
football game. With the utmost care, the
paramedics were cool-of-head and steady-ofhand, not speaking a harsh word in asking the
onlookers to step back.
After immobilizing the victim with a
neckbrace and spineboard, they transported
him to "the house'', as they sometimes call the
hospital. Upon returning, they assured me that
the student was fine and explained the paper
work to be completed with each call.
This paperwork includes times· of calls,
departure, arrival on the scene, departure from
the scene and arrival to the hospital, as well as
mileage from the hospital to the scene and
back again. They document everything from
the sex, race and the patients condition, to each
step of treatment given.
Next came a grand tour of the ambulance
and a description of what the job entails. In the
back of the ambulance were things like a stretcher, heart monitor, spine board and a neck
brace, to name a few. There was also a one and
one-half by three foot black canvas bag which
"is to a paramedic like a Bible is to a
preacher,'' Bone said.
In it were trachea tubes, bandages, sirenges

Two Calloway County paramedics and a Calloway County pollee officer assist an accident victim In a
mock car.~ccident.
.
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The Inside of an ambulance contains all the essentials a paramedic needs to handle life threatening
emergencies.

and a multitude of other gadgets that could
boggle the minds of those of us not so medically
inclined.
Bone said EMTs and paramedics differ in
that paramedics can administer drugs, start
IVs, use cardiac monitors and are generally
more diagnostic than EMTs.
However, paramedics must have orders from
a supervising physician. They have standard
lists of how to treat different situations accordingly called protocol,which include three
steps: things done without a doctor's orders,
things done only with doctor's orders and
things done without a doctor's order when the
physician is unreachable, for instance, if the
radio is out.
Though their jobs differ in some ways, they
are the same in that they must be continually
alert and they do this by staging mock
disasters periodically.
Gorrell said. "The hospital is required by the
Joint Commission of Accreditation of Hospitals
to have a disaster plan and test it twice a year
to see how the hospital would handle the influx
of several critically injured patients."
Gorrell, who is responsible for the plan, said
the stairtng includes the entire medical staff.
"Victims" are the Medical Explorers Post,
which is sponsored by the Boy Scouts of
America.
After two evenings of seeing them in action, I
had to ask them: "Why do you do it?"
11
It's just a job that has to be done. I've been a
fire fighter since I was 18-years-old and I've
been in the field ever since,'' Edwards said.
11
lt's just second nature to me. I don't even
think about it. There are happy times, too.
Like the time I delivered a lady's baby in her
front yard. You've heard of yard apes? Well,
this one was, no kidding!"
Bone on the other hand said, "I just took the
EMT class for the heck of it. Then I really got
into it and as they say, 'the rest is history."'
"Sometimes you look back over eight years
and you put yourself down but you've done
OK,'' Bone said.
So, at a very early 11:30 p.m., I left, feeling
guilty for leaving them behind to work until 6
a.m.
So meho\'.·, in two evenings, between
emergency calls and accounts of calls pa~t. I
gained enlighteni ng information about what it
i~:o lo do life for a living.
Angle Middleton, a junior journal ism major
from Cobden, II., Is a staff writer for The Murray

State News.

Critic lists five favorite movies of decade
By Jon Futrell

crew is forced to use 20th century materials to
get everything they need, including a marine
biologist (Catherine Hicks) who falls for Kirk.
This film's fish-out-of-water jokes make it appealing to even non-Trekkers. It also pokes a
little fun at itself in a conversation between
Dr. McCoy and Mr. Spock. In a decade where
many sequels were little more than retreads of
past films, this was a refreshing break.
Steel Magnolias (1989) Another simple tale.
Six women share a close friendship in Louisiana. They share all the good times (weddings
and holiday celebrations) and bad times
(arguments and illnesses).
While this doesn't appear to be much to go
on, the stellar cast of this fllm make it funny
and et\ioyable. The biggest raves go to Julia
Roberts as a diabetic for whom having a child
is life-threatening and Shirley MacLaine as a
blunt town matriarch.
Also worth watching are Sally Field and
Daryl Hannah in roles that are definite departures for them; plus, Olympia Dukakis and
Dolly Parton, basically playing themselves.
Robert Harling does a great job of adapting his
play of the same name for the big screen. Between all the sad and dramatic moments, there
are plenty of funny moments.
There were many funny movies in the 80's,
but none made me laugh as hard as this one
did.

It has taken ten years of watching movies on
screens both big and small to compose this; my
list of the top five movies of the 1980s.
It wasn't easy taking an entire decade's
worth of movies and whittling it down to five
favorites. I made my selections carefully and I
stand by them. Anyway, here we go, in
alphabetical order ...
The Fly (1986) Ronnie (Geena Davis) needs a
great story for her science magazine. She finds
it with Seth Brundle (Jeff Goldblum) and his
plans for a teleportation system.
They soon fall in love and change before each
other's eyes. Ronnie loosens up while Seth gets
the courage to try his telepods on himself(even
after they take a baboon apart).
That's where the fly literally comes in, turning Brundle into a horrifying combination of
man and bug (Brundlefly). Don't even think of
eating dUring the scenes where he is physically
changing into a giant insect. This stunning
makeup work won an Oscar for Chris Walas,
who directed 1989's The Fly II.
But this is much more than your typical
special effects picture. It's also a touching love
story that makes you care what happens to
Ronnie and Seth, even during the most gory
parts.
Goldblum should have gotten a Best Actor
Oscar nomination for his performance. Still,
this is a great movie. It's one of the best love
stories I remember, and definitely the most
disgusting.
Raiders of ?he Lost Ark (1981 ) The story is
simple enoug-h. · Archeologist and adventurer
Indiana Jones (Harrison Ford) races the Nazis
in a quest for the Ark of the Covenant, the gold
chest containing the original stone tablets
bearing the Ten Commandments.
From there, the audience travels to exotic
lands, encounters plenty of close calls and
witnesses some of the most exciting stunts
shown on film. There is also some humor mixed
in with the violence. The sight of Indy killing a
sabre-swinging warrior with one gunshot is a

.·:..'.

But, most of all, it's a good old-fashioned cliffhanger. Just when you think the heroes are
safe, here come the bad guys. Very exciting
and consistently entertaining, this film confirmed Spielberg as a mass audience filmmaker and Ford as the everyman's hero.
Ever since this film came out, just about
every studio has tried to copy the movie. Some
succeeded, most failed, but none captured the
magic of the original.
Star Trek IV, The Voyage Home (1986) Calling the 80's a big decade for sequels is similar
to calling Donald Trump a millionaire. Both
are vast understatements.
Of all the continuations this decade produced, none quite equaled their predecessors the
way this voyage of the Sta~ship Enterprise did.
Actually, its beloved crew, including Admiral Kirk (William Shatner), Mr. Spock
(Leonard Nimoy, who also directed) and Dr.
McCoy (DeForrest Kelley), are forced to take
an old Klingon ship to Earth to face criminal
charges.
On the way, they learn an alien probe is
destroying the Earth searching for now-extinct
humpback whales. They decided to travel back
ih time to 1980's San Francisco to find two

·.
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Terry Rippy
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Darcy Davis
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Allan Downs
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Paul Gatewood
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Chris Biermann
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Scott Harris
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Who Framed Roger Rabbtt (1988) Once
again, Spielberg proves his cinematic magic
with this film he co- produced.
Eddie Valiant (Bob Hoskins), a washed-up
private eye in 1947 Hollywood, has a new case
on his bands. Simply take some photos of
novelty king, Marvin Acme (Stubby Kaye), and
voluptuous singer Jessica Rabbit (uncredited
speaking voice by Kathleen Turner and
credited singing voice by Amy Irving).
This is a Hollywood where cartoon characters
(Toons) live and breathe on the streets of L.A.,
and their homes in Toontown. They can also be
wanted for murder, as is the case"'ror Jessica's
husband Roger (voice by Charles Fleischer), accused of killing Acme.
Roger handcuffs himself to Eddie and the fun
begins as the funny bunny tries to prove his innocence. Scenes where Toons interact with
humans and handle solid objects are both
remarkable and unforgetable.
But, most of all, this is one funny movie. The
opening short, Something's Gookin', is in the
same company with the best cartoons of the
40's. Cameos by such Toon legends as Mickey
Mouse, Bugs Bunny and ducks both Donald
and Daffy are also great.
Ultimately, the heart and soul of this film
are Roger, Eddie, Jessica, the cigar-chomping
Baby Herman and the abrasive Benny the Cab.

Scott Bryant
Allan Hollinger
Jim Jennings
Rick Kadner

Paul Hetrick
Russ Hetrick
Rykk Hudson
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Brian McAdams

Ch1;s Jones
Colin Kelly
Mike Lotze
Joe Allen Mattingly

Scott Miller
Gary Poole
Matt Smith
Richard Steiner
Spud Tinsley
Steve White
Clay Young.

Carl Oros
Thad Peyton

Wa Phoutharansy
Kevin Ray

It takes a special kind of man to be a Sigma Pi.
A Sigma Pi must be chivalrous, just, honest, dedicated, have great
character, display and understand brotherhood and fellowship, willing to
experience culture, strive to achieve academically and above all, serve God
and man to become an exemplacy Citizen.·
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Christmas

Advertising can mean
success, failure of film

&

Happy ~w
Year

By Dana Hanna
Every year reviewers all over t ell what their
favorite movies of the year are. Well, I'm not
going to do that. Instead, I am going to tell
a bout my biggest gripe of the year: advertising
and it's role in creating the most overrated
movie of 1989 versus the most understated
movies of 1989.
The movie that I feel was the most overrated
was Batman. Sure, it was good, but not as good
as it was made out to be. For months before the
film was released, everytime I turned around I
saw advertisements for this "fantastic new
film" about one of America's favorite
superheros. It was destined to be the movie of
the year with all of it's action and adventure as
Batman (portrayed by Michael Keaton) went
up against the infamous Joker (portrayed by
Jack Nicholson).
In my opinion, the Batman comic books were
better.(And yes, I really did read the Batman
comics as a kid.) Though Keaton and Nicholson
were both good, the only thing worth seeing in
the movie was the setting. It was well done in
the dark, sultry way was that the story was
written to be. But the story itself was a little
flat.
I was brainwashed by the advertisements for
Batman and could not wait to see it. I mean,
whenever I went to see a movie at the theater,
there were some scenes from the upcoming
Batman. Whenever I rented a movie, there was
an advertisement for Batman. It was
everywhere! So when I finally did get to go see
it, I was greatly disappointed, as I am sure
were a lot of other people.
It was not near as good as it was advertised to
be (and still is being advertised for the video
release). If it were not for the marketing and
the constant pushing of the film, I doubt very
seriously it would have done as well as it did in
the box office.
The film that came out about the same time
as Batman and deserved much more recognition that it received was Field of Dreams,
which starred Kevin Costner, Amy Madigan
and James Earl Jones. This film could easily be
the best picture of the year.
Field of Dreams is the story of a man (Kevin
Costner) who hears a "voice" telling him, "If
you will build it, he will come." So he decides to
build a baseball diamond in one of his corn
fields. That is the way it was advertised.
The movie is much more in depth than that.
The way it was advertised gave no credit to the
film, even though it was given fantastic review
from America's top critics such as Roger Ebert
who said it was "magical".
But in all actuality, the film could not be

'The movie is much more
in-depth than that. The way it
was advertised gave no credit to
th e film. .. "
- Dana Hanna

advertised in a way that would entice people to
go and see it as was Batman. If the advertisers
were to tell some of the plot to the story, it
would come off as hokey. If they were to go into
detail about the story, it would give too much
of it away. It simply could not be advertised in
an appealing way. So what do you do? You do
the best you can, which is what they did. And it
apparently did not work because Field of
Dreams did not get the audience turnout it
deserved. Instead, people swarmed into
theatres to see Batman. They really missed
out.
While I am at it, there are a few other films
that came out in 1989 that were overlooked by
audiences all over because of their
marketability, such as Torch Song Trilogy.
This film is the story about two men (Harvey
Fiernstein and Matthew Broderick) who
become lovers (yes, homosexuality is the
theme), and their struggle to survive in a
heterosexual world.
The film, though it deals with a very touchy
subject for many people, is very good. It is not
just a story about gay people, but about human
beings and their love for one another. It is the
story about friendship, family, and the need.to
belong. A person could learn a great deal from
this film. Unfortunately, many people would
never even know it was out there because it
simply could not be advertised.
Another great film that was released in 1989
and has not received the recognition it
deserves is Parenthood, starring Steve Martin.
It got good reviews, and has had a pretty good
audience turnout, but it is much better than it
is being advertised to be. It is not your typical
Steve Martin movie. It is actually quite
serious, though in a amusing way. It will have
you laughing in the isles one minute, then
have you crying the next, then have you
laughing again.
So why isn't this film being called the
Number One film of 1989? Or Field of Dreams?
There are so many great, fantastic movies that
come out every year, and every year one film
gets picked as being the best. This year, so far
anyway, it looks as if Batman has that title
hands down. I personally do not think it
deserves it.
It is a shame that advertising plays such a
significant role in the making or breaking of a
movie. It is sometimes so misleading that it '
can drive a person to see a film that is not wor·
thwhile, while at the same time keep that per·
son from going to see the film of hisher
lifetime.
The year 1989 brought us more than a few
good films. So next time you are in the video
store looking for something to rent, along with
your copy of Batman, pick up Torch Song
Trilogy or Field ofDreams (when it is released).
Compare for yourselves and you will see what I
mean when I say that there is no comparison
when it comes down to a lot of hype and a truly
·great movie.
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Searching
for
Answers?
o you find yourself askD
_ ing, ''Whoami?'' ''Where
am I headed?' ' Maybe we can help.
No, we don't claim to have all the
answers. We're just a group of people
like you who've discovered that the
search for those
answers is a lot easier
when we depend on
each other and God.
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Everyone affected by science

Compliments
;

Science is everywhere.
The use and abuse of it is before the eyes of
the reading public on a daily basis, and the
media, to a great extent, play a large part in
how that reading public perceives science as a
whole.
Whether the utilization of science and
technology is a blessing or a curse has been the
subject of more in-depth articles than what will
be presented here, but it is a safe bet to say
that, without a doubt, every human being alive
has been, is being, and will continue to be affected by...science.
·
There are many science and technology
related issues before the public today and
many of them involve making tough decisions.
A misinformed or uninformed individual will
have a hard time making the decisions that
will affect his life, and the lives of his family
for a long time to come if that individual cannot understand and assimilate the information
currently being thrown at him from the scientific world.
Dr. Melvin Henley, chairman of the
chemistry department, said he tells each one of
his students that they need to be concerned
with how science and technology affects their
lives. "In the future , everyone is going to have
to know a little something about technology,
otherwise they'll be left behind while
technology and science advance," he said.
Henley, who was mayor ofMurray from 1978
to 1982, said scientific issues are cropping up
in the news frequently these days. Some of that
information, he said, is either poor, or completely wrong. He attributes this to poor training and lack of science-related knowledge on
the part of journalists today.
"Most Americans don't want to hear about
the problems (of the world they are living in)
today," Henley said, "but they need to hear
them." Henley said he believes there is a great
deal of technological illiteracy among journalists and"politicians' today, which may help
to contribute to the apathy of the American
public toward this country's attitude about
science and technology.
Some of the topics Henley said the public
may be misinformed on are the gamut from
' radon gas, which he describes as a "real
threat," to local topics like the LWD (Liquid
Waste Disposal) plant of Calvert City, Ky., currently in the news to topics of national and international scope, such as genetic engineering.
"Radon gas, as I said, is a very real threat,
l and it does need to be tested," Henley said.
"The problem lies, however, with a lack of controls on the people who are doing the testing,"
he said. Radon is the colorless, odorless gas
that builds up in homes. This ~as is dangerous
because it can cause lung cancer. Usually a
small test kit can be purchased that will
register the amount of radon gas levels in the
home.
Henley said the L WD situation has been
) blown out of proportion by the media .
. ••Anything (in the form of a statement.or press'
·release} that LWD puts out is going ; to ~be
suspect.'' he said.
.
.
· llenley believes the environmentalists had
such a hard time being heard, they have now
• reverted to what he calls "hyperbola." He said
he feels that the public is not getting a "true
cost benefit versus risk analysis."
"We need to assess the benefits (of keeping
LWD on line) as opposed to the effects of closing it and adversely affecting the industries in
the area," he said.
In the burgeoning field of genetic engineer• ing, Henley said he believes (genetic engineering) can be either good or bad, depending on
how one chooses to look at it.
"It is a boon to what I would call educated
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people and a bane to the moral fundamentalists," he said." Henley said he feels like MSU ·
science students are equipped to go into any
scientific field, and he points out that the
students are encouraged to go on. "The genetic
engineering field is such a highly specialized
field, literally the cutting edge of science, in
regard to sciences effect on humanity, but it
does require a higher degree, like a doctorate,
and even a post-doctorate,'' he said.
When asked if he felt like American students
were making a poor showing in the field of the
sciences at the high school and college levels,
Henley replied that he thought the problem
went back even farther than those levels. He
cited examples of the Europeans and the
Japanese and how they introduce science into
the curriculum of the children at an early age,
even at the pre-school level. "Their (best)
students are funneled into college early on,
with the others who may not be college
material, for whatever reasons, being directed
more to vocational schooling so that they can
be educated in order to get a job later on," he
said.
The U.S. tendsto wait about introducing the
sciences in classes, Henley said. "We wait (to
begin science training), then we start them (the
students) out with a 'block' of it (science
·
courses)," he said.
Henley said American students don't work
hard enough at science, and are not exposed
early on with science and technology.
"I believe," Henley said, "that a liberal arts
degree is important, but to my way of thinking,
there is still too little emphasis put on science
and technology." Henley said he believes scientific literacy is important to everybody,
especially in today's. world. "With what all is
happening today, you can't stress enough the
importance of scientific and technological
knowledge in the students life, or the life of
anybody, for that matter," he said.
Henley has noticed while there may be more
students interested in a career in the sciences
today, he feels that it is harder to hold onto
that interest. "That is because this (science)
tends to be a dull, dry subject at times.. .it's
hard to make it 'exciting' all the time," he said.
Henley said he still gets the occasional student who will sleep in his class. "I feel sorry for
that person," he said, with a shake of his head,
" because if they don't learn what is in store for
them in the future, and how to deal with and
understand it, especially how much science
and technology will affect that future, then
they are going to be left behind while science
and technology move on."
Henley, when asked if science and politics
could or should mix, said he believed that they
can and do mix. "Now, they don't mix very well
as often as they could because scientists are, by
training, very honest individuals. You are
trained to be that way because of all the
analyses and reports that you have to do," he
said. "Unfortunately, not all p_o liticians are
that way/' he said with a laugh.
Most Americans do not want to hear about
problems, Henley said. "The only way they
(the American public) get their information is '
through the media, so it is very important that
the media representatives, as well as politicians, learn how to interpret scientific and
technological information and report it accurately to the masses,'' he said.
Henley believes only by more accurate information getting to the public can America correct what he calls its "technological illiteracy"
and effect a reverse in its negative advance.
Mike Powell, a senior journalism major from
Paducah, Is a cartoonist for The Murray State

News.
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Trooper enjoys challenges of job
"We do so many different things- from investigating criminal cases to writing speeding
tickets- that the job does not get boring," said
George Bell, a trooper with the Kentucky State
Police.
In October, I got to see what it is like to be a
trooper with the Kentucky State Police. During my ride with Bell, we pulled over two
speeders while traveling on the Purchase
Parkway. Getting to cross the median and
chase after speeders was a real thrill.
I also learned how troopers operate radar
guns and fill out speeding tickets as well as accident reports and other forms troopers use frequently. Riding shotgun with a trooper was
really fun.
Bell, who normally patrols Livingston, Lyon,
• and Trigg counties, is temporarily also assigned to Calloway, Graves, and Marshall.
"One of the things I like most about my job is
that it is never the same every day," Bell said.
Bell said another nice thing about his job is
~e does not have to drive long distances to get
to work since his car is always with him.
"I work everything from speeding tickets to
domestic complaints. Sometimes, I get called
before I have gotten out of bed to work accidents and I have also had to travel from Murray to Mayfield to work an accident," Bell said.
Before becoming a state trooper, Bell worked
for the U.S. Secret Service uniform division
from July 1987-September 1988.
Bell said he became a state trooper because
they are much more mobile anc;i do not have to
stay in the same place all the time.
"I can go anywhere I want (within his assigned counties) and do not have to stay in a certain
" area unless I get a can:· · Bell said...We
· (troopers assigned to the same area) try to stay
spread out."
Shifts for a state trooper are eight hours in
length and 'vary from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. to 4 p.m.
to midnight or other times depending upon the
times other troopers are scheduled to work.
"We want to keep someone out all the time,"
Bell said.
The job of a trooper does not bring with it a
lot of money, but it does have benefits such as a
car to drive, Bell said.
There are things that troopers sometimes have
to deal with that Bell has not experienced yet,
but he is glad he has missed them.
i'It would be bad to work an accident involv·
ing a fatality," Bell said.
Each state trooper drives a Ford LTD Crown
Victoria. The car .was chosen because troopers
need a lot of room to carry all the equipment
used in their job.
"There are certain specifications cars have to
meet (to be used by troopers). Each type of ear
drives
, differently," Bell said.

lnalde of a state trooper' a car aervea u hla of- "'
flee. _It Ia crowded with at.~ch thln~u a radar gun,
• reCSio equipment and ned8Nry form1 that are re- •
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The inside of a trooper's car is fairly crowded
and does not have room for many other things
besides those necessary for troopers to do their
jobs.
On the floor is where the radio equipment is
located which allows troopers to talk to their
headquarters or other troopers on the road at
the same time. The radios have a wide range
capacity because towers are placed strategically to aid message reception and help carry the
signals to their designated areas.
Located on the dash of the vehicle is the in·
famous radar gun used to detect speeding
motorists. The guns have a hand control which
is used by the trooper to activate the gun to
check a car's speed. The gun sends out waves
which determine a car's speed. The guns can be
operated either while the car is in motion or
from a stationary position.
"I generally like to stay moving because you
can get more speeders than if you are stationary. I would much rather give someone a
speeding ticket than to have to work a wreck
involving that person later," Bell said.
When filling out a speeding ticket, troopers
also make note of certain things such as
whether the motorist pulls over to the shoulder
before the trooper gets to where the motorist is
so that if the person later goes to court to con·
test the ticket, the judge will know that the
person acknowledged he was speeding at that
time.
When assigned to a particular area, troopers
usually stay in that area unless there is a shortage of troopers somewhere else.
"I like working in smaller towns because you
meet a lot of people which does not happen in
bigger cities where you do not get to know peopleas well. There is also good cooperation from
courthouse authorities," Bell said.
Troopers also work with county sheriffs and
deputies regularly.
"If either of us has a problem, we will back
each other up. Deputies that are close to accidents will help with traffic control until we
can get there," Bell said.
With the holiday season upcoming, troopers
will soon be focusing efforts on checking for
people who are driving under the influence.
"There is really no one group of people
responsible for the majority of people driving
under the influence. Those drivers come from a
cross section of people in which there is not one
group which has a majority of drunk drivers,"
Bell said.
"There have been a lot of bad wrecks (as a
result of people drinking and driving), so we
try to keep them off the road. By stopping
drunk drivers, we stop other problems from
happening," he said.
Filling out paperwork also takes up a lot of
time for troopers. For every accident, for exam·
ple, the trooper has to fill out a report detailing
all the individuals involved' and also has to
draw a map explaining the area where the accident occurred.
The dispatchers can be a great help to
troopers who may not be familiar with every
place in the area.
There have been instances where •I may not
have known the exact place where I need to go
and the dispatcher has helped me out after I
described the area. This is a great help in a
rural area where there are so many .roads
within the different counties, Bell said.
Before beginning a job as a trooper with the
state police, a person must complete 21 weeks
of training before they begin their jeb. During
this period, they have to learn many skills such
as being able to estimate the speed of an .on-

by CYRUS AFZAU

Kentucky State Trooper George Bell Ia ahown usIng hla radio which la a vital tool to hla job. It Is not
only uaed to keep In touch with hla station but also
for radioing other troopers when aatstance 11
needed.

coming car within five miles or less without
the aid of radar. They also take part in driving
training.
"There are a lot of cars on the road faster
than our patrol cars, but we can drive better
than they can which makes up the difference
and allows us to catch most of them," Bell said.
Cyrus Afzall, a junior journalism major from
Camden, Is a staff writer for The Muffay State
News.
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Film Schedule 1990
24
31
7

14
21
2B
March

7

21
2B
April

4

11

18
25
May

2

BATMAN
LETHAL WEAPON II
INDIANA JONES &THE
LAST CRUSADE
WHEN HARRY MET SALLY
DEAD POETS SOCIETY
DO THE RIGHT THING

"'~

FIELD OF DREAMS
PARENTHOOD
GHOSTBUSTERS II
THE ABYSS
IN COUNTRY
CASUALTIES OF WAR
LOOK WHO'S TALKING
BACK TO THE FUTURE
PART II

Movie
December 6
Currls center
Theater

LIVE FROM

CHICAGO
Brook's special recipe of blues with a rock'n roll
chaser and his hyper1<lnetlc stage performance have
been winning rave reviews from the national media.
After a sold-out, two night stand In the nation's
capitol, The Washlr9lon Post called Lonnie ·one of
the most exciting talents In blues.· Last spring, Rolling
Stone reporter Samuel Freedman spent a week on
rood with Brooks, and In September the magazine
ran a six-page feature article on Lonnie and his band.
After three decades of paying his dues, Brooks Is
finally getting the national attention he deserves.
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